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"Built in Christ Jesus: 
The Mystery of the Church" 

(Eph. 1:8-10)



1  The Cosmos exists in 2 spheres: 
The Heavens and The Earth

(Ephesians 1:10) 
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1  The Cosmos exists in 2 spheres: 
The Heavens and The Earth 

 
      Heavens = powers, authorities,

world forces, spiritual forces

      Earth = everything else, 
the “Universe” [not a multi-verse]
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2  ALL of creation will be summed up in Christ

Christ is the focal point of all that exists.

In the Heavenlies = 
He is seated above all rule and authority

The fragmented and alienated elements of the
universe will be reunited in Christ.(cf. Rom. 8)

The heavenly powers and authorities will be
subjected to Christ.



2  ALL of creation will be summed up in Christ

Christ is the focal point of all that exists.

In the Heavenlies = 
He is seated above all rule and authority

On the Earth = 
This is the great MYSTERY of Ephesians!
(Ephesians 1:9, 3:3-9) 
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Q: How will He be known on the Earth?
A: The Church is His living temple

Mystery: the hope for Earth = 
A Unified Church, Christ’s living temple. 

(“Built in Christ Jesus”)



The Church will bring Him glory in the Heavenlies 
(3:8-11; this is His eternal purpose)
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The Church will bring Him glory in the Heavenlies 
(3:8-11; this is His eternal purpose)

The Church will be the means by which His glory 
will be shown to mankind (3:14-21)

Chapters 4-6 = Answer the “How?” (cf. 4:4-6; 4:12-13)

[If “the Church” is God’s answer, then it’s NOT 
the Law, or the Jewish people, or Israel, 

or the Jerusalem Temple Rituals]



3  The Message of Ephesians = (“the preview/trailer”) 
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3  The Message of Ephesians = 
How will the 2 spheres be summed up in Christ.

The story of the Bible is summed up in 
Ephesians/(and its companion, Colossians)

            
The unity and harmony of the Cosmos have suffered a 
significant rupture requiring restoration

This restoration HAS BEEN and WILL BE effected in 
Christ (Col. 1:19-22; Eph. 1:10) [“already” and “not yet”]



APPLICATION: 

This helps us understand WHY the world is so 
opposed specifically to Christ, not to ‘religion’ in 
general. The powers and principalities and rulers of 
darkness in this world are adamantly opposed to 
Christ, for He will one day subject them to Himself.
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APPLICATION: 

Let’s study Ephesians! 
Are you reading Ephesians? 
Are you meditating on it?

Let's live out Ephesians! 

Working for unity ≠ avoiding conflict 



APPLICATION: 

"When the world sees a unified people, reconciled to 
God and to each other, living as one body where the 
members serve each other and work for the good of 

each other, then Christ will be glorified 
in all the Cosmos."



Imagine all the people

Livin' life in peace

You may say I'm a dreamer

But I'm not the only one

I hope someday you'll join us

And the world will be as one


